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Todd Hill: 
The opportunities that I was awarded through the VCCS is just unbelievable. I mean, I- I wouldn't take 
anything for my education. It was one of the best choices I ever made. 

Steve Mullen: 
Good day to you, and welcome to this episode of Inside Virginia's Community Colleges. I'm your host, 
Steve Mullen. Throughout this season of Inside Virginia's Community Colleges, we've heard professors, 
advisors, and a few students talk about all facets of remote learning through our state's community 
college system. In this episode, we're going to hear the stories of two remote learning students who are 
making the most of their opportunities. Our first guest says online education has helped him to be closer 
to his family while pursuing a challenging career at the same time. 

Todd Hill: 
My name is Todd Hill and I am originally from Greensboro, North Carolina, and some of my educational 
goals, uh, right now I'm working on my JD, law degree. My plan is to go into corporate law, um, possibly 
get my masters of law degree, and actually teach law later down the road, but that's the goal right now, 
so... 

Steve Mullen: 
What made you choose remote learning for your college education. 

Todd Hill: 
I am a non-traditional student. I am married and I have two children, and taking online classes just 
makes it easier to spend time with them and not feel guilty about going to school non-stop. Now, I have 
taken in-person classes and online, but the online classes allow me more freedom to, kind of make my 
own schedule and do more with my family, without the constant guilt of not being able to spend time 
with them. 

Steve Mullen: 
Sure. I totally understand that. What remote learning classes have you taken from the community 
college system? 

Todd Hill: 
I was in the business management program and I took most of my courses, I took, um, there was some 
management courses I took online, took a religion course online. Let's see, I've taken some of my PE 
classes online, which were pretty interesting, but those were fun, uh, 'cause you just keep a log of your 
physical activities throughout the day and the week and... but most of it was management. 
Communications I took online. Um, that was a- that was a fun class to take 'cause you were able to 
record yourself actually like, giving a speech, without all the people being around you so it kinda got you 
accustomed to that, so that was nice, but about how of my classes were online. 

Steve Mullen: 
You mentioned part of what you liked about remote learning was that it had kept you at home near 
your family, what else do you like about it? 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=DEIXCf6zgitK3RED3cPi0cTfgUgWvMelBbt-tDyd6oMZga_XCWm3KH1HVM_t_FKqX53Q3254_j8FrdLgJbbuKMMyuLE&loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Jan 20, 2021 - view latest version here. 
 
 

IVCC-s1e6-successstories 
Transcript by Rev.com 

Page 2 of 4 

 

Todd Hill: 
I like it's, kind of, a work at your own pace. Most of the classes I've taken online were kind of, a work at 
your own pace. So, you did have deadlines by the end of the week, but throughout the week, you could 
kind of, do your own thing. You didn't have to be at class at 8:00 A.M. So that's one of the biggest things 
I liked about it was that I could just pretty much do my own thing throughout the day and not feel 
obligated to get up and stressed out about getting ready on time, and that kind of thing, so it was nice. 

Steve Mullen: 
And final question, obviously you've moved on from Virginia's Community Colleges. You're going to a 
four-year university right now. How did remote learning through Virginia's Community Colleges help you 
reach your goals? 

Todd Hill: 
The Virginia Community Colleges has been one of the best things that I've ever participated in. Through 
the VCCS, I was able to go on to Emory & Henry, got my degree in political science with most of my 
undergraduate paid for through scholarships, and from there, I went on to law school, and I mean, the 
opportunities that I was awarded through the VCCS is just unbelievable. I mean, I- I wouldn't take 
anything for my education. It was one of the best choices I ever made. 

Steve Mullen: 
All right, we'll end it there. Todd Hill, thanks so much for your time. I really appreciate it. 

Todd Hill: 
You're welcome. 

Steve Mullen: 
Our next guest is also pursuing a four-year education after gaining her first degree through remote 
learning at Virginia's Community Colleges. 

Tamara Boone: 
My name is Tamara Boone and I live in [inaudible 00:07:51], Virginia, and I'm attending VCU in the fall 
and I attended Paul D Camp and I majored in science, and then I also added general studies. So I finished 
Paul D with my associate's degree as a honor student in general studies. 

Steve Mullen: 
That's fantastic. What classes did you take remotely from Virginia's Community Colleges? 

Tamara Boone: 
I took psychology, sociology, and I took human anatomy. It was mainly online and we met once a month 
for that class, and I had personal wellness and I had Old Testament as well, online. 

Steve Mullen: 
I know you mentioned you're going to VCU this fall, how do you plan to use what you learned from 
community college classes remotely? 
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Tamara Boone: 
It, at first, when I took remote classes, I was a little hesitant about reaching out to my professors, but 
when I started reaching out to my professors, you know, they email- emailed me or explained it to me 
quickly, so I ended up having a relationship with them virtually, so I plan to, as soon as possible, when I 
get to VCU, even if I have in-person or remote classes, I plan to reach out to them and create a 
relationship with them, virtually and in-person. 

Steve Mullen: 
And did you find it was hard to create that relationship compared to a, say a traditional class, where you 
would, you know, perhaps walk right into your professor's office hours? 

Tamara Boone: 
I was worried that, you know, like if I had a question about an assignment or anything about what we 
had due coming up, I didn't think they would answer my question fully or help me with what I needed or 
even respond back to me in a certain time. I would feel like it was gonna be a couple days later, after 
you know, the assignment had to be due. I felt like it was gonna be too long of a wait. 

Steve Mullen: 
What did you like most about remote learning? 

Tamara Boone: 
The main thing I liked about remote learning is that, not only my teachers, I was able to create a 
relationship with, I was able to create a relationship with my peers and all during what classes I had, if it 
was a group assignment or if anyone needed help with a problem or a question, I was able to help them 
and even myself. And then, also with creating a relationship with them virtually, I was able to move at 
my own pace to a certain extent with the class. 

Steve Mullen: 
And finally, what would you tell someone who might be a bit nervous about taking classes remotely? 

Tamara Boone: 
I would tell them to always stay in contact with the instructor, to not be afraid to reach out or ask for 
any help, or even, if they can't reach out to their professor, they can reach out to another professor or 
anyone at the school as a resource to get help to reach out to the professor. 

Steve Mullen: 
Tamara Boone, student from Paul D Camp Community College who is now getting ready to go to VCU. 
We appreciate you being here, thank you. 

Tamara Boone: 
Thank you. 

Steve Mullen: 
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Thanks to both of our guests in this episode and we wish them all the success in the world. That's a wrap 
for this season of Inside Virginia's Community Colleges. Keep an eye out for future seasons when we will 
discuss topics such as dual enrollment programs for high school students transferring from a two-year to 
a four-year institution, technical training, and more. Thanks for listening to Inside Virginia's Community 
Colleges. I'm Steve Mullen. 
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