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Over a century ago, John Dewey pointed out that
the best learning is not based on simply the
transmission of information, but rather on
guided discovery, by research and creative
exploration. In the academy one of the
fundamental services that support this discovery
is the library and the resources it provides.
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Electronic Resources

Over the last decade, library services have been

greatly enhanced by the availability of electronic
resources to supplement the library’s traditional
physical resources.

Currently VCCS users have access to over 47,000
periodicals, e.g., journals, magazines.

An increasing number of E-books are becoming
available to all VCCS users.

In 2008-9 had access to about 8,000 e-books
In 2010-11 starting off with over 35,000 e-books



Physical ltem Use™

Although e-resources are an increasingly important
component of library resources, use of print and other
more traditional library materials remains relatively
stable over time.
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In 2009-10 VCCS libraries loaned 3.98 items per FTES, down from 4.21 items in 2007-08. Actual circulation increased by 14%, from 428,471 to 487,017 items.



» Physical

Another measure of traditional library material use
are Online Public Catalog (OPAC) searches.

Annual Number of Library Catalog Searches
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Another measure of traditional library material use is the number of searches conducted in the public catalog.  Again, that number has remained relatively stable over time, even though there are now other ways of locating library materials both physical and electronic.
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Electronic Resource Use

The real growth in library use is in the electronic
resources, especially the use of periodicals.

Annual Number of Full Text Articles Downloaded
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The primary value of journals in electronic form is that the user can download read and save the articles not only while on-campus but from anywhere there is an Internet connection.  In 2009 -10 our users down loaded just over 2.5 million articles Over the three years represented here, the that use has increased by about 73%.

Obviously part of that growth results from our increased enrollment, which over this time frame has increase by around 20%.  However, that doesn’t account for it all.
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As this chart shows, when calculate on a per ftes base, there is still a significant level of growth in use.  From this perspective, use increased at about 44% over the three years.
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Another way of looking at the use data is to assign the use to only the College Transfer FTES. When compared to per FTES downloads at Virginia’s comprehensive (non-doctoral) institutions,. Here VCCS use patterns track well with their use. Especially when you understand that the only data we have available for those institutions is for resources that they share in large measure with the VCCS .  Resources that they purchase locally are not avialable to us. 


Off-Campus Use—

One of the major advantages of the electronic
resources is that they are available anywhere,
anytime.

On average, about 35-40% of the use of these
resources is conducted from off-campus locations.
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